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perpetual idea of a tragedy was of the wise man
being killed by the fool. Directly a man begins to
think too much he lays himself open to the attack of
the fool who has nothing to think about at all, and
who in our time is generally described as the " plain
man " or the " sensible man."

Anatole France represents about the highest level
of modem intelligence to-day. We need only take
up Les Pengouins to realise how convincing his
vision is of human life moving in a perpetual cycle
from barbarism to civilisation and back again to
barbarism, M. Gustave Le Bon preaches the same
doctrine in his Psychologic des Foules. He shows
how the modem State embarks on more and more
restrictive legislation which necessarily increases
the number, the power, and the influence of the
bureaucrats whose business it is to carry it out.
These bureaucrats become the real masters of a
civilised country. Their power is all the greater
because while ministries are incessantly changing
the administrative caste escapes these changes and
alone remains irresponsible, impersonal, and per-
petual. They are indeed like the phagocytes, which
while originally protecting the body against disease,
themselves devour the body of the old man. This
process progressively narrows the sphere in which
citizens enjoy liberty of initiative, and as they
become more and more accustomed to support each
fresh attack on their liberty, so they lose all
spontaneity and all energy. They become passive
automata, without will, without resistance, and
without strength. What was once a people ends
by becoming a conglomeration of individuals